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Judicial power is divided among courts by grants of jurisdiction in the constitution and statutes determining the courts' 
power to render a judgment over that class of cases within which a particular one falls as a matter of the court's 
adjudicatory authority or competency. 


The judicial power of the State is divided among its courts by means of grants of jurisdiction in the constitution and statutes, | 
which is the authority by which a court obtains jurisdiction.” Jurisdiction is the ubiquitous procedural threshold through which 


all cases and controversies must pass prior to having their substance examined.” 


The jurisdiction of a court concerns the power of the court to render a judgment over that class of cases within which a particular 
one falls,“ the power or authority of a court to hear and determine cases or controversies in general,” to hear and determine 
issues of law and of fact,° and to adjudicate a particular case or controversy.’ It refers to the court's adjudicatory authority® or 
competency.” The concept of jurisdiction is designed to insure the availability of the most practical and competent forum for 
the airing of a particular grievance. 19 

Jurisdiction encompasses: jurisdiction of the subject matter, u jurisdiction of the person, | jurisdiction of the res or property, 13 
and, by the rule applicable in some courts, jurisdiction to render the particular judgment in the particular case.!* Without 
jurisdiction, the court is without authority!’ and is not competent to render a particular judgment in a particular case.! A 


judgment entered without jurisdiction is generally void and without force and effect. w 
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Jurisdiction includes the court's power to determine whether it has jurisdiction. 18 


A court's jurisdiction may be general or it may be special or limited. 1° 


In some jurisdictions, the law does not recognize limitations on the jurisdictional competence of the courts to hear cases and 


only recognizes statutory limits on remedies or elements of claims that the courts may grant”? 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


A court must have jurisdiction before it has authority to decide a case. Childers v. Albright, 636 S.W.3d 523 (Ky. 2021). 


Subject matter jurisdiction is the threshold power of a court to consider and adjudicate particular types of cases and controversies. 
North Star Development, LLC v. Montana Public Service Commission, 2022 MT 103, 510 P.3d 1232 (Mont. 2022). 


A court's subject-matter jurisdiction is determined without regard to the rights of the individual parties involved in a particular 
case; rather, the focus is on whether the forum itself is competent to hear the controversy. State v. Harper, 160 Ohio St. 3d 480, 
2020-Ohio-2913, 159 N.E.3d 248 (2020). 


Supreme Court may exercise power of review pursuant to its King's Bench jurisdiction even when no dispute is pending in 
a lower court of the Commonwealth. Pa. Const. art. 5, § 2; 42 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 502. In re November 3, 2020 General 
Election, 240 A.3d 591 (Pa. 2020). 


Subject matter jurisdiction refers to a court's lawful authority to adjudicate a legal matter. Recipient of Final Expunction Order 
in McNairy County Circuit Court Case No. 3279 v. Rausch, 645 S.W.3d 160 (Tenn. 2022). 


[END OF SUPPLEMENT] 
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